
NOF NEWS 

 

Dear NOF members 

The autumn newsletter gives the President of NOF the opportunity to 

look over the past year and assess what has gone well and what 

could have gone better. The Scandinavian Division of the Interna-

tional Association for Dental Research is older than the parent or-

ganisation, having begun as the Nordisk Odontologisk Forening in 

1917 as described so well by Jukka Meurman in our new homepage 

(http://www.iadr-nof.eu/history.html). The need for more international 

collaboration was realised and prompted the NOF Board to join the 

IADR as its Scandinavian Division. Many years later there was a 

strong feeling that more collaboration within Europe would benefit 

both NOF and the other IADR Divisions in the area. This lead to the 

formation of the Pan-European Federation of IADR (PEF of IADR) 

and larger and scientifically- stronger meetings held every other year 

became an accepted pattern. At the same time there was a declining 

interest in attending our single-division NOF meetings and, in recent 

years, these meetings have been replaced by joint meetings with the 

Continental European Division or other divisions within Europe. 

Meanwhile, attendance of NOF members at the annual IADR meet-

ing has usually been good. Finding a suitable meeting formula has 

been difficult and this was not made easier by the decision of IADR to 

establish Regions to extend the popular Federation idea to the whole 

IADR organisation. The NOF Board is working with colleagues in 

Europe to make this transition from a Federation to a Region worka-

ble and stimulating for our members from the outset. It is intended 

that the first meeting of the European Region will be in 2012 and we 

are fortunate that Helsinki has been chosen as the host city so we 

shall at last be returning to the Nordic area for a meeting. The Euro-

pean Region will have come into being before that date but we shall 

begin by hosting the IADR General Session in Barcelona in 2010.  

Many of you will know that my personal view was to move the Region  

 

 

closer together into  one European Division from the outset of this 

reorganisation  but the prevailing opinion was to take one step  at a 

time and keep  Divisions in place in the new Region, at least for 

some years.  

 There are many new ideas being promoted with the forma-

tion of the  European  region and it seems likely that some ―start-up‖  

funding for  meeting organisers will  be available in the future from 

IADR Global,  as IADR Central  Office will be called. Of course there 

will be payments in return but some financial guarantees will be help-

ful to meeting organisers. There is a desire to set up groups of single 

or related disciplines, rather like the AADR model,  for the European  

Region and there is a strong desire among some Divisions in Europe 

to promote advocacy of dental  research,  for example with the EU in 

Brussels, in order to  stimulate funding for  dental  research.  

At the NOF Board meeting held in London it was decided that some 

of the funds of NOF could be used to help, in particular, young re-

searchers in our region, including the Baltic States, to attend our 

meetings in order to present their research. This has long been an 

aim of the Regional Development Committee of IADR but support 

has mostly supported particularly poor areas of the world. With the 

current financial situation it was thought helpful to be able to assist 

some of our new researchers and details of the scheme and the 

method of application will  be found elsewhere in this Newsletter. 

Due to unforeseen family circumstances I had to leave the PEF 

meeting in London before the General Assembly. This was to have 

been my last appearance as President of NOF as my successor, 

Mare Saag from Estonia will take over as President of NOF from 

January 1st 2009. This is an important step for our Division as it 

marks the first occasion that a member from Estonia has been 

elected President. Mare has been a conscientious member of the 

NOF Board for some years and has organised very successful re-

search conferences in the Baltic countries.  On behalf of the Board, 

and the NOF membership, I should like to welcome Mare to the 

Presidency and wish her every success in this post at this particularly 

challenging time.  

In closing I should like to thank the many colleagues from throughout 

the Nordic and Baltic countries as well as colleagues from other 

IADR Divisions who have helped and supported me and the NOF 

over the two terms of office that I have been President. To name 

them all would make a list too  long to  be included in this Newsletter. 

This is an organisation with an important mission of promoting dental 

research in our region and I wish the NOF and its members every 

success in the future. 

 

Reykavik in November 2008 

Peter Holbrook 
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Stockholm, November 2008 

 

Dear NoF members 

 

During the  last year there  has been a lot discussion con-

cerning the organization of IADR, in regions and the future 

role of the divisions. The PEF meeting 2006 in Dublin was 

sucessful  which  has  encouraged us to continue our work 

towards stronger regions within IADR. This is not an easy 

task,  reminding me of similar organizational difficulties wit-

hin EU. However, strong european networks are necessary  

in oral science and dentistry to be competitive in fund raising 

in the future as well as in Ph D training. In tIn 2007 we had 

331 members in NOF and just 20 members were students. 

To stimulate recruitment of students benefits such as travel 

grants and prizes and by arranging ―Scandinavian‖ Ph D 

courses. The economies of NOF and The European Journal 

of Oral Sciences are good and I propose that we target so-

me money for recruitment of new student members next 

year. We could for instance set up two  student travel grants 

for each country in the division to the joint meeting with CED 

in Munich 2009. 

At last I would like to thank Peter Hoolbrook for  two stimula-

ting  years with a lot of support in my new position as gene-

ral secretary/treasurer.  I´m looking forward working with the 

the new president Mare Saag and It will be stimulating to 

learn more about oral science in the Baltic countries   

 

 

Mikael Wendel 

General secretary and treasurer NOF 

From the Office of Secretary-General 

The Queen Elizabeth II Conference Centre venue for 

the sucessful PEF meeting in London 10-12 septem-

ber2008 

 
Norwegian grand slam in 2008  

Hatton Award Competition ! 

 

Four scientists participated in this year’s NOF-Hatton 

award competition at the PEF IADR in London. All had 

excellent work to present and managed well during the 

presentation. The jury chose to award a shared first 

prize to  

 

        Dorita Preza from the University of Oslo for her 

presentation   entitled 

        ’Microarray and 16S rRNA clonal sequencing analy-

sis in root     caries’ 

 

        and to 

 

        Marit Ïilo from the University of Bergen for her 

presentation 

        Fractographic analyses of dental high-strength ce-

ramics. 

 

The two prize winners get a diploma and a cash prize 

from NOF. 

 

In addition, the two prize winners will participate at the 

expense of IADR/Unilever in the IADR/Unilever Hatton 

Award competition taking place at the IADR general ses-

sion in Florida in April 2009.  

 

Unilever Oral Care has increased its contribution to the 

IADR/Unilever Hatton Award. From 2009 the funding 

covers in full the airfare, hotel accommodation for five 

nights, and meeting registration expenses for all IADR/

Unilever Hatton Awards competitors. Moreover, the prize 

amounts awarded to the six (6) winners has been in-

creased.  

 

For the next three years, Ellen V.G. Frandsen from the 

dental school of Aarhus, Denmark, will serve at the inter-

national IADR/Unilever Hatton Award committee. The 

bylaws of the award states that ’The IADR/Unilever Hat-

ton Awards Competition is designed to provide an oppor-

tunity for the best junior investigators from all IADR Divi-

sions and non-Divisional Sections to present their re-

search at the annual IADR General Session. Of these 

international competitors, up to six (6) may receive cash 

prizes and commemorative plaques in the junior and 

senior categories. First prize - US$1,600, Second prize - 

US$800’  



MINUTES 

 

Election of Chairperson, Secretary and Tellers 

The general secretary Mikael Wendel opened the meeting and 

welcomed everybody. Wendel was elected to chair the assem-

bly, and to take the minutes, Mare Saag and Ellen Frandsen as 

tellers.  

Approval of the General Assembly being duly notified and 

of the agenda 

The meeting observed that the Assembly was duly notified and 

the agenda was approved. 

 

Annual report of the Board of the Association 

The General Secretary gave a verbal report about the activities 

during the past year. 

The move towards a regional structure, Pan European region 

(PER) within IADR. 

An increase in the Hatton award funding from Unilever means 

that the prizes will be $1600 for first prize and $800 for second 

prize and funding to travel to the IADR General Session 

The report was approved. 

 

Report of the Councillors 

Councillor Wendel gave a report. 

Regional Structure of IADR was discussed extensively at The 

IADR meeting in Toronto. 

There is a proposal  for the Russian  section to  join the Euro-

pean  region that will  also  comprise NOF, and the British,  

Continental  European,  Irish and Israeli  divisions. 

IADR is looking at commercial publishers with a view to tak-

ing over Journal of Dental Research. 

Maria Fidela de Lima Navarro from Brazil would be the new 

IADR Vice-President, serving as IADR President in 2011 

A proposal to fix the time of the General  Sessions to  late June

-early July was discussed and regional  input is requested be-

fore a final  decision is taken.  

 

Future IADR Meetings 

2009 Miami Beach, April 1-4  

2010 Barcelona, July 14-17 

2011 San Diego, March 16-19 

2012 Rio de Janeiro, June 27-30 

2013 Seattle,  March 20-23 

2014 Cape Town,  provisionally  July 9-12 

 

Accounts 

a) Accounts of the Association 

Treasurer Wendel presented the 2007 accounts of the associa-

tion and the report of the Auditor. It was noted that the surplus 

2007 was generated by the Dublin PEF dividend. 

The accounts were approved. 

b) Accounts of the Journal 

In absence of the Editor Anders Linde, secretary Wendel 

presented the 2007 accounts of the European Journal of Oral 

Sciences and the report of the editor. 

The secretary  also informed about the journal publishing 

agreement between, NOF, the editor  Anders Linde and the 

publishing house Blackwell. The board has decided to  

terminate the agreement which runs out on the last of De-

cember 2009. Peter Holbrook and Jukka Meurman were 

elected at the last NOF board meeting, 20080909, to set up a 

new publishing agreement, more in favor for NOF, with the 

editor Linde and Blackwell.  

The assembly approved the accounts of EJOS for 2007 and 

that the running publishing agreement will be terminated and 

renegotiated. 

Budget for the coming year 

a) Dues for ordinary members, student members and 

institutional members 

Dues to the Association were kept unaltered and the budget 

was approved.  

b) Subscription fee to the Journal  

The subscription rate for EJOS per regular membership is 40 

euro. The membership due for regular membership in NOF is 

70 US$ i.e. 55 Euro. The journal subscription fee was kept 

unaltered for 2009. The assembly looked forward to a new 

publishing agreement from 2010 with a lower subscription 

fee just for the electronic version of EJOS. 

 

Time and place for future Annual Meetings 

The secretary general informed that he has been contacted by 

CED and the organizer of the tentative  CED-NOF-Israelii 

congress in 2011 in Budapest, Gabor Varga. The assembly 

was positive to a joint meeting in Hungary 2011. 

 

2009 

September 10-12 

Munich, Germany  

Joint Meeting of the Continental European, Israeli and Scan-

dinavian Divisions of the IADR  

 

2010  

July 14-17  

Barcelona, Spain  

88th General Session & Exhibition of the IADR 

4:th meeting of the PER (Pan European Region of IADR) 

 

2011 

Proposed ï not decided 

September 8-10 

Budapest, Hungary 

Joint Meeting of the Continental European, Israeli and Scan-

dinavian Divisions of the IADR 

 

2012:  

September 12-15, 2012 

5:th meeting of the PER 

Helsinki, Finland 

 

 

  

 

NOF GENERAL ASSEMBLY 2008 

on Thursday, September 11, 2008 from 17:30 to 18:15  

Henry Moore room, (Theatre D) Elisabeth II Conference 
Centre, London  

Continued on next page                             



Continued 

Elections 

a) Members of the Board  

b) Board member of Denmark: Niels-Erik Fiehn (5-year 

term) 

Board member of Finland: Eija Könönen (5-year term) 

c) President 

Mare Saag (1-year term) 

d) President-elect Niels-Erik Fiehn (1-year term) 

e) Two Accountants and their Deputies 

 Bente Nyvad was elected the accountant and Hans 

Preus as the Deputy Accountant. 

 

Any other business 

The winners of the NOF  Hatton Award competition in London 

at the PEF meeting were announced. Two winners of equal 

quality were chosen.   

Marit Øilo from University of Bergen, Norway-Title of presen-

tation: Fractographic analyses of dental high-strength ceramics.  

Dorita Preza from University of Oslo, Norway. Title of presen-

tation: Microarray and 16S rRNA clonal sequencing analysis in 

root caries. 

.Closing of the meeting 

Chairman Mikael Wendel closed the meeting. 12 members had 

attended the meeting. 

Mikael Wendel 

Chair and secretary 

Mare Saag 

Teller 

Ellen Frandsen 

Teller 

2009 

September 10 -12 

Munich, Germany  

Joint Meeting of the Continental European, Israeli and Scan-

dinavian Divisions of the IADR  

 

2010  

July 14 -17  

Barcelona, Spain  

88th General Session & Exhibition of the IADR 

4:th meeting of the PER (Pan European Region of IADR) 

 

2011 

September 8 -10 

Budapest, Hungary  

Joint Meeting of the Continental European, Israeli and Scan-

dinavian Divisions of the IADR 

 

 

2012:  

September 12 -15 

Helsinki, Finland  

5:th meeting of the PER 

 

2009 April 1 -4 Miami, FL 

87th General Session & Exhibition of the IADR 

 

2010 July 14 -17 Barcelona, Spain 

88th General Session & Exhibition of the IADR  

 

2011 March 16 -19 San Diego, CA 

89th General Session & Exhibition of the IADR 

 

2012 June 27 -30 Rio de Janeiro, Brazil  

90th General Session & Exhibition of the IADR 

 

2013 March 20 -23 Seattle, USA  

91th General Session & Exhibition of the IADR 

 

2014 Provisionally  July 9 -12 Cape Town,   

92th General Session & Exhibition of the IADR 
 

 

 

Two New NOF board members 

Prof. Eija Könönen is an internationally reknown oral 
microbiologist. She has graduated in Dentistry and re-
ceived her Doctor´s degree at the University of Helsin-
ki. Within clinical dentistry, she is specialist in periodon-
tology. During her career, she has, among others, wor-
ked at the universities of Helsinki, Aarhus and Kuwait 
and during 2003-2007 she was head of the Anaerobe 
reference laboratory at the National Public Health Insti-
tute of Finland. At present she is head of the Periodon-
tology Department at the Institute of Dentistry, at the 
University of Turku. 

Nils-Erik Fiehn is the new representative for Denmark at the 
NOF board. Nils-Erik is a dentist and microbiologist at the 
dental school of Copenhagen. He has previously served the 
board and has a lot of experience in administration and stra-
tegic planning from his position as dean of the dental school 
in Copenhagen. Today Nils-Erik also holds the position as 
editor of the Danish dental Journal. 

Future  NOF meetings and Pan European 

Region  (PER) meetings 

NOF and PER 

 

FUTURE IADR MEETINGS 



NOF Board Members 2009 
 

President 

Associate Professor Mare Saag 

Institute of Dentistry, University of Tarto 

Raekoja plats 6 

51003 Tartu, Estonia 

Tel. +372 744 1706 

Fax +372 742 8608 

e-mail: mare.saag@ut.ee 

 

Secretary General/Treasurer 

Associate Professor Mikael Wendel 

Center for Oral Biology 

Institute of Odontology 

Karolinska Institutet 

P.O.Box 4064 

SE-141 04 Huddinge, Sweden 

Tel.  +46 8 746 02 38 

Fax.  +46 8 779 31 66 

E-mail: mikael.wendel@ki.se 

 

 

Editor 

Professor Anders Linde 

Department of Oral Biochemistry 

University of Göteborg 

P.O. Box 450, SE-40530 Göteborg, Sweden 

Tel. +46 31 773 3386 

Fax +46 31 418 3122 

e-mail: linde@odontologi.gu.se 

 

 

Board Member for Denmark 

Associate Professor Nils-Erik  Fiehn   

University of Copernhagen 

School of Dentistry 

Department of Oral Microbiology Denmark 

20 Noerre Alle, DK-2200, Copenhagen N, Denmark 

Tel. +4535326660 

e-mail: nef@odont.ku.dk  

 

 

 

 

 

Board Member for Estonia 

Associate Professor Mare Saag 

Institute of Dentistry, University of Tarto 

Raekoja plats 6 

51003 Tartu, Estonia 

Tel. +372 744 1706 

Fax +372 742 8608 

e-mail: mare.saag@ut.ee 

 

 

Board Member for Finland 

Professor Eija Könönen 

University of Turku 

Institute of Dentistry 

Department of Periodontology 

Lemminkäisenkatu 2, FIN 20700 Turku, Finland 

Tel. +358 2 333 8557 

Fax  +358-2-333 8200 

e-mail: eija.kononen@utu.fi  

 

 

 

 Board Member for Iceland 

Professor Peter Holbrook 

Faculty of Odontology, University of Iceland 

Vatnsmyarvegi 16 

IS-101 Reykjavik, Iceland 

Tel. +354 568 9480 

Fax +354 525 4874 

e-mail: phol@hi.is 

 

 

Board Member for Norway 

Professor Gunhild Strand 

University of Bergen 

Institute of Dentistry 

Årstadv. 17 

N-5009 Bergen, Norway 

Tel. +47 55 586 472, 55 586 484 

e-mail: gunhild.strand@odont.uib.no 

 

 

Board Member of Sweden 

Professor Peter Lingström 

Department of Cariology 

University of Göteborg 

P.O. Box 450 

SE-40530 Göteborg, Sweden 

Tel. +46 31 773 2932 

Fax +46 31 773 3220 

e-mail: lingstrom@odontologi.gu.se  

 

 

Please note that from January 1, 

2009 the Scandinavian Division  

Officers will be: 
 

President:     Mare Saag 

Vice-President:    Niels Fiehn 

Secretary - Treasurer   Mikael Wendel 

Past President:    Peter Holbrook 

Board member for Denmark  Niels Fiehn 

Board member of Finland  Eija Könönen 



 
 

Invitation 
Dear Colleagues! 
 
You are cordially invited to attend the 44th meeting of the IADR-Continental Euro-
pean Division (CED) together with the Scandinavian Division and Israeli Division in 
Munich, Germany, September 10-12, 2009. 
This annual congress is an important event in dentistry in which scientists, special-
ists and general practitioners can exchange and deepen their knowledge. The 
CED congress in 2009 will provide first hand information on new developments, cur-
rent and future trends and additionally will give an ideal opportunity for interna-
tional exchange. The venue sets the stage for science, clinical practice and indus-
try to unite in professional advancement. 
Our organising committee is already diligently working to ensure the success of the 
44th meeting of the Continental European Division in Munich. 
  
We look forward to seeing you there in 2009!  

Prof. Reinhard Hickel 

Congress president 

Dean of Dental School 

University of Munich 

 

 12 NOF Travel Stipends for Ph D students to the  

CED-meeting In Munich 2009 ! 

 

NOF  offers travel stipends for  Ph D students attending the 44th meeting of the IADR-

Continental European Division (CED) in Munich, September 2009.  Two stipends per 

country within NOF a 300 euro: Estonia, Finland, Sweden, Norway, Denmark and Ice-

land. 

 
The selection of these stipends will be based on a competition for the best submitted abstracts for a poster, poster discussion, 

or an oral presentation. A scientific committee will be responsible for the selection. Applicants for  the NOF Travel Stipends 

must submit an abstract for presentation  the 44th meeting of the IADR-Continental European Division (CED) in Munich, 10-

12 September 2009. (abstract submission deadline is in March, 2009) –website: http://www.ced2009.org  

In addition a copy of the abstract and a covering letter must also be sent to the chair of the selection committee,  

 

Prof. Peter Holbrook   ——eMail:  phol@hi.is 

Important note 

Abstracts without appropriate cover letter will not be considered. The application must also indicate if the paper will be with-

drawn, in case the applicant does NOT receive the stipend  

The Applicant must be a member of the IADR/NOF 

The winners will be announced in April 2009. 


