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President’s Greetings

Dear NOF members

Being invited to the board and also elected to be the
president of the Scandinavian Division of the IADR
in 2009, I feel grateful and honoured. It is a full
recognition that Estonia, also all the three Baltic
States have been accepted as equals in the friendly
family of the Nordic countries. We have a good
chance to learn from each other.

It has been fully accepted that the process of joining
forces in dental research in Europe is of benefit to
all divisions. NOF was pretty well represented at
the IADR meeting in Miami, but there are not so
many abstracts submitted to the Conference in Mu-
nich, which is a joint meeting of CED-NOF and
Israeli divisions. Is it the case that big meetings are
not so popular anymore? Sometimes I feel myself
lost at these huge meetings, having difficulties in
finding familiar people, scattered all over the meet-
ing venue. Or is it a problem of choice? I can sense
a serious competition by specialty organisations in
getting membership and also contributions for their
meetings.

The NOF Councillors in Miami were Peter Holbrook
(left) and Mare Saag (middle). To the right Jukka
Meurman IADR Regional Board Member for the
European Region

We have a moderate decrease in membership. Such a
tendency has been mentioned in many divisions of
the IADR. Quantity does not really mean quality but
it might be the case if we lose more in support.
Among the FAQ has been “What is the benefit of
becoming a member?* In our case the answer is sim-
ple: “you will have a journal and lower participation
fee for the meetings®“. This approach is too simpli-
fied. It would be correct to say that the membership
fee paid by you will support the development and
growth of dental research in the area and worldwide,
as the membership fee paid by us is shared between
the local organisation and the IADR.

The topic of membership was under the discussion
also at the meeting of the presidents of the regional
organisations with several speakers bringing forward
the good aspects of smaller meetings, like friendly
atmosphere, better communication possibilities with
lots of new contacts and more visibility for every
attendant.

Organising a smaller meeting in 2011, like the Nor-
dic-Baltic dental scientific meeting, was discussed in
Miami. The idea was supported by board members
and Jukka Meurman also. The main idea is to im-
prove networking between the researchers in this
area. It should be a warm period (end of May or early
June). Tartu could be the host city. We could have a
slightly different format of the meeting. A training
workshop for young researchers prior to the meeting
might be supported by the IADR. Hopefully this
meeting will bring us more members from the Baltic
countries. All supportive and opposing comments are
most welcome.

Concerning the support for the meeting, the IADR
regional development program is designed to pro-
mote research development. Projects eligible for sup-
port include training workshops, improving access to
a scientific information, fellowship and lecture pro-
grams, training in research methods, communication
infrastructures. Letter of intent is required by Octo-
ber 1. More information about the regional develop-
ment fund is available on the TADR homepage.

We have considered important to create a database
regarding the PhD students to promote membership
and spread information concerning available scholar-
ships, learning possibilities abroad, which will help
them to better communicate with researchers from
other countries.  Continued on next page
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NOF could support joint summer schools for re-
search students for the Nordic-Baltic area in the fu-
ture. It is important to support the young researchers’
participation at the CED-NOF meeting in Munich
and also next year in Barcelona, hopefully we can
increase the fund for scholarships in the future. The
target should be that young researchers will not be-
come members only with the aim of applying for the
NOF travel support for the meeting but would stay
members for many years.

It is important that the Nordic countries, regarding
dental research, maintain their visibility worldwide.
The best way of doing so is by being represented on
the TADR board by one of our members. Jukka
Meurmann, the former general secretary and presi-
dent of NOF, currently as the regional representative
on the IADR board for PER, has been presented to
compete for the position of IADR vice-president
during the next elections. In case of interest it is pos-
sible for every member to climb the ladder of career
and to be elected into various bodies of responsibility
in the JADR. Jukka Meurman has done a good job,
representing us and PER organisation in the IADR.
Hereby I urge you to participate actively in the elec-
tions when announced. Last years have shown that
the majority of our members have been passive, the
voting rate has been very low, varying annually from
24% to 39%.

The other way of improving visibility is to organise
NOF symposiums at the joint meetings. We have not
been that successful last years in doing so. Good
ideas and straight proposals concerning distinguished
lecturers and topics for the symposiums are most
welcome from all of you. The best way to serve NOF
is to share your good ideas with the office. Barcelona
meeting in 2010 and Helsinki meeting in 2012
should be kept in focus.

These are the thoughts I wanted to share with you
having the possibility to reach every NOF member
by this newsletter. There is a lot to be done to ac-
tively develop research in the area. I wish you all an
endless enthusiasm in doing so.

Tartu in April 2009

Mare Saag

International Hatton Award competition in Miami;
Excellent presentations by Marit and Dorita!

Local Hatton Award competitions are each year held at
the divisional meetings of IADR. The winner/winners
receive a Prize from NOF and participate in the interna-
tional Hatton Award competition taking place at the
IADR meeting with all expenses paid for by Unilever
Oral Care.

At the PEF-IADR meeting in London, September 2008,
the two NOF-Hatton Award winners were:

Marit @ilo from the University of Bergen
Title of poster: Fractographic Analyses of Dental High-
Strength Ceramics

Authors: M. Tilo, H.M.
And

Dorita Preza from the University of Oslo

Title of poster: Microarray Analysis of Bacteria in
Root Caries

Authors: D. Preza, 1. Olsen, T. Willumsen, S. Cotton,
S. Boches, B. Grinde, and B. Paster.

Both winners participated together with 36 other divisio-
nal Hatton Award winners from around the globe at the
IADR meeting in Miami in April for the International
Hatton Award. The competitors were divided in three
categories: 'junior', 'basic science', or 'clinical research'.
The two Scandinavian participants were enlisted as basic
science. Neither won a prize but they both did very well.
Apart from the struggle in the competition room, all
participants had their posters on permanent display at a
large stand in the exhibition area and a memorable eve-
ning including a grand dinner and a spectacular samba
show that made everyone leave their tables and dance.

It is highly recommendable for Scandinavian young re-
searchers to participate in the NOF-Hatton Award com-
petition with the chance of getting the experience of
IADR participation world-wide competition as well.

Ellen Frandsen

International Hatton Award Competitors
in Miami; Marit Oilo (left) and Dorita
Preza (right)
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Councillors” report to NOF on the IADR Council Meeting held in Miami,
March 31* 2009

The NOF Councillors were Mare Saag, President of NOF
and Peter Holbrook, Immediate PastPresident Also present
at the Council meeting was Jukka Meurman who is the
current IADR Regional Board Member for the European
Region.

Regionalisation of IADR. This is probably the area of
IADR affairs that will most affect the ordinary member-
ship, including NOF members in the coming year. The
European Region is developing quickly, building on the
firm foundation of the Pan-European Federation (PEF). The
Region has adopted the name of Pan-European Region
(PER), to reduce confusion somewhat. This name was ap-
proved at Council. Meetings of PER will be every two
years. IADR Global (as Central Office is now being
called) will approve all meeting venues and times in or-
der to avoid clashes.

The PER constitution is being drafted according to
a template agreed by the IADR Council. A memorandum of
understanding between IADR Global and the PER is now to
be worked out as soon as possible. This will set out the
relations between IADR Global and the regions as has
been the case between IADR and AADR for many years.
While obligations will reside with both parties there will
also be services available to the regions from IADR
Global.

The meeting venue: Miami Beach
Convention Center

Future Meetings for the PER. It is planned to hold the
IADR meeting in Barcelona in 2010 (July 14-17). In 2011 it
is expected that divisional and section meetings will be held.
The next PER meeting will be in Helsinki in 2012. This will
give the NOF the first opportunity to host an IADR meeting
in its area for some years. Further PER

meetings will be held in 2014, 2016 and the IADR General
Session will return to Europe in 2018.

Future meetings of IADR.

2010 Barcelona, July 14-17
2011 San Diego March 16-19
2012 Rio de Janeiro June 2730
2014 Cape Town July 9-12

Journal of Dental Research. The journal continues to have
the highest impact factor for a dental journal. Publication has
now been outsourced from IADR Global to Sage Publica-
tions. While some delays in publication have occurred the
Editor and publisher assured the meeting that these “teething
problems” were being resolved. All members of IADR will
continue to receive electronic access to the journal as a mem-
bership benefit. Sage Publications are keen to increase
publication activities within IADR and the JDR Editorial
board is considering either regional journals or journals
devoted to specific topic areas in addition to the JDR itself.

NOF participation in the IADR structure and the meet-
ing. A total of 10 NOF members currently serve on the
various Committees of IADR and 2 sit on the Editorial
Board of JDR. According to the IADR Annual Report,
membership stands at an all-time high of 11.331 members of
whom 360 belong to NOF and 58 (16%) of our members
presented their research at this meeting.

Election of of IADR Vice-President. The result of the ballot
for IADR Vice-President was announced at the meeting and
E Diane Rekow from the AADR was elected. The Council
also approved the slate of candidates for the next Vice-
Presidential election. Jukka Meurman from Helsinki will
join Lakshman Samaranayake from Hong Kong and Mary
MacDougall from Birmingham Alabama on the ballot.
Members are urged to vote and please note that NOF
participation in this ballot has rarely exceeded one third of
the membership. With one of our own, distinguished, NOF
members now on the ballot it is to be hoped that we can
increase that participation and elect an NOF member to
become the Vice-President and subsequently President of
IADR.



NOF Board Members 2009

President

Associate Professor Mare Saag

Institute of Dentistry, University of Tarto
Raekoja plats 6

51003 Tartu, Estonia

Tel. +372 744 1706

Fax +372 742 8608

e-mail: mare.saag@ut.ee

Secretary General/Treasurer
Associate Professor Mikael Wendel
Center for Oral Biology

Institute of Odontology

Karolinska Institutet

P.O.Box 4064

SE-141 04 Huddinge, Sweden

Tel. +46 8 746 02 38

Fax. +46 8 779 31 66

E-mail: mikael.wendel@ki.se

Editor

Professor Anders Linde

Department of Oral Biochemistry
University of Goteborg

P.O. Box 450, SE-40530 Goteborg, Sweden
Tel. +46 31 773 3386

Fax +46 31 418 3122

e-mail: linde@odontologi.gu.se

Board Member for Denmark

Associate Professor Nils-Erik Fiehn

University of Copernhagen

School of Dentistry

Department of Oral Microbiology Denmark

20 Noerre Alle, DK-2200, Copenhagen N, Denmark
Tel. +4535326660

e-mail: nef@odont.ku.dk

Board Member for Estonia

Associate Professor Mare Saag

Institute of Dentistry, University of Tarto
Raekoja plats 6

51003 Tartu, Estonia

Tel. +372 744 1706

Fax +372 742 8608

e-mail: mare.saag@ut.ee

Board Member for Finland
Professor Eija Kénénen
University of Turku

Institute of Dentistry
Department of Periodontology

Lemminkéisenkatu 2, FIN 20700 Turku, Finland

Tel. +358 2 333 8557
Fax +358-2-333 8200
e-mail: eija.kononen@utu.fi

Board Member for Iceland

Professor Peter Holbrook

Faculty of Odontology, University of Iceland
Vatnsmyarvegi 16

IS-101 Reykjavik, Iceland

Tel. +354 568 9480

Fax +354 525 4874

e-mail: phol@hi.is

Board Member for Norway
Professor Gunhild Strand

University of Bergen

Institute of Dentistry

Arstadv. 17

N-5009 Bergen, Norway

Tel. +47 55 586 472, 55 586 484
e-mail: gunhild.strand@odont.uib.no

Board Member of Sweden
Professor Peter Lingstrom
Department of Cariology
University of Goteborg

P.O. Box 450

SE-40530 Goteborg, Sweden

Tel. +46 31 773 2932

Fax +46 31 773 3220

e-mail: lingstrom@odontologi.gu.se
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CED 2009

September 10 -12

Invitation
Dear Colleagues!

You are cordially invited to attend the 44th meeting of the IADR-Continental Euro-
pean Division (CED) together with the Scandinavian Division and Israeli Division in
Munich, Germany, September 10-12, 2009.

This annual congress is an important event in dentistry in which scientists, special-
ists and general practitioners can exchange and deepen their knowledge. The
CED congress in 2009 will provide first hand information on new developments, cur-
rent and future trends and additionally will give an ideal opportunity for interna-
tional exchange. The venue sets the stage for science, clinical practice and indus-
try to unite in professional advancement.

Our organising committee is already diligently working to ensure the success of the
44th meeting of the Continental European Division in Munich.

We look forward to seeing you there in 2009!

Prof. Reinhard Hickel
Congress president
Dean of Dental School
University of Munich

http://www.ced2009.org

GENERAL
SESSION

BARCELONA, 5PAIN * JULY 14-17, 2010




