
NOF NEWS 

Presidents report 
Dear NOF Members and Colleagues,  

 

 It is soon Christmas and therefore about time to 

give a short overview about what has been happening 

concerning NOF during this year. The board of NOF has 

been active throughout the current year. Lots of 

discussions via e-mail have taken place to prepare for the 

meetings. IADR General Session was held in Miami. Me 

and the immediate past-president professor  Peter 

Holbrook were presenting NOF on the IADR council 

meeting.  

 NOF annual meeting was held together with the 

44th meeting of the IADR-Continental European 

(CED) and Israeli Divisions in Munich, Germany, 

September 10-12, 2009. Members of the Scientific 

Committee were Peter Holbrook and me.  

 Three NOF Travel grants were announced for 

the meeting, only 5 applications were received  and that is 

why all of them were awarded. NOF-Hatton Award com-

petition is held each year at the divisional meetings of 

IADR.  

 We have worked upon compiling a full list of 

PhD students in our countries, but response has not been 

active. Anyway, we have today more data for forwarding 

information to young researchers, also to motivate them 

to become NOF members. I hereby urge you, members of 

NOF, to inform young researchers in your institutions to 

apply for the NOF travel grant and also NOF-Hatton 

Award. It is also your duty to send an abstract to present 

your study in Barcelona by 5th of February!  We do hope 

for better participation in the annual meetings during the 

coming years. In Munich we had only 24 studies pre-

sented from Scandinavia. In this light, the board’s deci-

sion not to have a separate, small (?) NOF meeting in 

Estonia as proposed by me in the last Newsletter, looks 

reasonable to many of us. 

 “Acta Odontologica Scandinavica” prize was  

awarded to Vibeke  Bælum from  the Århus University. 

She gave a lecture in Munich on topic “Caries diagnosis - 

are we (still) thinking the right way?“. Also, a very im-

pressive lecture was given on the opening ceremony by 

Prof. Phil March “Are dental diseases examples of eco-

logical catastrophes? Implications for interventions and 

prevention”. 

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

A joint symposium with CED & ID was held in Munich. 

Rachel Sugars  from the Institute of Karolinska was one of 

the organisers: ĂCell and Extracellular Matrix Molecules 

in Mineralization and Dental Tissue Repairon 

mineralisation“. The symposium was supported by NOF and 

the journal of the society „European Journal of Oral 

Sciences“. A symposium „Advances in Caries Prevention 

with Xylitol” has been submitted and accepted by Mare Saag 

and Athena Papas for IADR General Session in Barcelona 

with Kauko Mäkinen, Svante Twetman and Peter Milgrom 

(USA) lecturing on selected topics. It is joint NOF - AADR 

event. Sponsors are also EJOS and NOF. 

          I would like to thank all the Board members and NOF 

Secretary-General  Mikael  Wendel  for  all  the work  and 

support during the year! 

          I wish all of you lots of energy, success and happiness 

for 2010 to meet all your challenges.    

 

Looking forward to good cooperation, 

 

Mare Saag, president                                                                                                                             

 

NORDISK  ODONTOLOGISK 

FÖRENING   

 

SCANDINAVIAN ASSOCIATION  

FOR  DENTAL RESEARCH   

A  DIVISION  OF  IADR 

December 2009 

44th meeting of the IADR-Continental European 

(CED), NOF  and Israeli Divisions in Munich, 

Germany, September 10-12, 2009 



Minutes 
Election of Chairperson, Secretary and Tellers President 

Mare Saag opened the meeting and welcomed everybody. 

Saag was elected to chair the assembly, and Mikael Wendel 

to take the minutes, Gunhild Strand and Eija Könönen  as 

tellers.  

Approval of the General Assembly being duly notified 

and of the agenda 

The meeting observed that the Assembly was duly notified 

and the agenda was approved. 

Annual report of the Board of the Association The presi-

dent gave a verbal report about the activities during the past 

year. Mare Saag and Peter Holbrook have taken part in the 

organisation of the joint meeting in Munich as members of 

the scientific committee. One symposium on mineralisation 

is supported by NOF and the journal of the society, Euro-

pean Journal of Oral Sciences. 

Three NOF travel grants for Ph D students to the Munich 

meeting  were awarded.The  proposal of a new journal pub-

lishing agreement between, NOF, Professor Anders Linde 

and John Wiley & sons A/S was mentioned.The report was 

approved. 

Report of the Councillors The  NOF Councillors were 

Mare Saag, President of  NOF and Peter Holbrook,  Imme-

diate Past Also  present  at the  Council meeting  was  Jukka  

Meurman who  is the  current  IADR Regional  Board 

Member for the  European  Region.Regionalisation of 

IADR.  This is probably  the area  of  IADR affairs that  

will  most  affect  the  ordinary  membership, including  

NOF members in the  coming year. The European Region is 

developing quickly, building on the firm foundation of the 

Pan-European Federation (PEF). The Region has adopted the 

name of Pan-European Region (PER), to reduce confusion 

somewhat. This name was approved at Council.  Meetings of 

PER will be every two years. IADR Global  (as Central  Of-

fice  is  now  being called) will  approve all  meeting  venues 

and  times in order to  avoid clashes 

Election of of IADR Vice-President. The result of the ballot 

for IADR Vice-President was announced at the meeting and  

E Diane Rekow from the AADR was elected. The Council 

also approved the slate  of candidates for the  next Vice-

Presidential  election. Jukka  Meurman  from  Helsinki will  

join Lakshman Samaranayake from  Hong  Kong and  Mary 

MacDougall  from  Birmingham Alabama on the  ballot.  

Future IADR Meetings 

  2010  Barcelona, July 14-17. 

 2011San Diego, March 16-19.  

2012 Rio de Janeiro, June 27-30 

2013 Seattle,  March 20-23. 

Accounts 

Accounts of the Association 

Treasurer Wendel presented the 2008 accounts of the asso-

ciation and the report of the Auditor. The accounts were ap-

proved. 

Accounts of the Journal 

In absence of the Editor Anders Linde, secretary Wendel 

presented the 2008 accounts of the European Journal of Oral 

Sciences and the report of the editor. The secretary  also in-

formed that the the journal publishing agreement between, 

NOF, the editor  Anders Linde and the publishing house 

John Wiley and sons has been terminated. A new publishing 

agreement valid from the first of January 2010 is under nego-

tiation  

Following discussion on the  new  contract between NOF 

and  the   

publishers of its  Journal, The NOF Annual General Assem-

bly unanimously agreed  the  following three  points pro-

posed by Gunhild Strand and  seconded by  Peter Holbrook  

The new agreement between the publisher, EJOS editor and 

NOF shall be formulated so that the following are incorpo-

rated in the contract: 

 

1) The funds that are presently deposited in an ac-

count  with  the publisher shall be transferred to a newly es-

tablished bank account 

 

2) This account will be at the disposal of  the NOF - Board 

 

3) A professional auditor shall be appointed to  review and 

approve annually the accounts for this bank  account. It was 

suggested,   

moreover,  to  try in the  first instance the  possibility of  us-

ing Anne Wiklund at Price Waterhouse Coopers 

who  has  been  the  auditor   

of Acta Odontologica Scandinavica  for  some years 

 

         

NOF GENERAL ASSEMBLY 2009 

on Friday, September 11, 2009 from 17:00 to 18:00  

Gasteig conference centre, Concert Hall. 

The meeting venue: Gasteig Con-

vention Center, Munich 



 

Budget for the coming year 

Dues for ordinary members, student members and 

institutional members 

Dues to the Association were kept unaltered and the bud 

was approved.  

Subscription fee to the Journal  

 The assembly looked forward to a new publishing  

agreement from 2010 with a lower subscription fee. 

Time and place for future NOF Annual Meetings 

2010  

July 14-17  

Barcelona, Spain 

88th General Session & Exhibition of the IADR 

4:th meeting of the PER (Pan European Region of IADR) 

2011 

September 8-10 

Budapest, Hungary 

Joint Meeting of the Continental European, Israeli and  

Scandinavian Divisions of the IADR 

2012:  

September 12-15, 2012 

5:th meeting of the PER 

Helsinki, Finland 
Elections 

Members of the Board  

Board member of Norway: Gunhild Strand (5-year term)

Board member of Estonia: Mare Saag (5-year term)

President 

Mare Saag (1-year term) 

President-elect --- 

Editor Anders Linde (1-year term) 

Two Accountants and their Deputies 

Any other business 

Nordic PhD Conference in Dentistry 

A Nordic PhD conference was arranged at Lillehammer in 

Norway from February 11-13, 2009. About 75 PhD students, 

post doctors and scientists participated. Therefore, the con-

ference gave a fairly good view of the current research activ-

ity in dentistry in the Nordic countries. More than 20 oral 

presentations were given. 

The NOF general assembly decided to support a second Nor-

dic Ph D conference in dentistry 2011. A proposal to invite 

PhD students form Estonia to join the conference was pre-

sented. 

NOF-Hatton award competition 

Eight scientists participated in this year's NOF-Hatton award 

competition at the CED-NOF-Israeli  IADR meeting in Mu-

nich. All had excellent work to present and managed well 

during the presentation. The jury chose to award a shared 

first prize to: 

G.Tour, M.Wendel and I.Tcacencu form the Karo-

linska Institutet. 

  

For the study: In vitro generated ECM with hy-

droxyapatite enhanced calvarial bone repair         

 

   and to  

J.C. Wohlfart, H.J.Ronold, A.M.Aass, L. Heijl and S.P. 

Lyngstadaas from university of Oslo. 

For the study: For the study: Porous titanium granules in 

furcation defects- an animal experimental study. 

The two prize winners get a diploma and a cash prize of 

1000 Euros from NOF. 

In addition, the two prize winners will participate at the ex-

pense of IADR/Unilever in the IADR/Unilever Hatton 

Award competition taking place at the IADR general session 

in Barcelona in July 2010.  

Starting from the 2009 meeting in Munich NOF travel grants 

and Hatton award will be the responsibility of Gunhild 

Strand (spread of information, applications, presentations, 

jury etc). 
 
Closing of the meeting 

Chairman Mare Saag closed the meeting. 15 members had 

attended the meeting 

 

 

     

 

Mare Saag 

Chair  

 

Mikael Wendel 

Secretary 

 

Gunhild Strand 

Teller 

 

 

Eija Könönen 

Teller 

 

NOF GENERAL ASSEMBLY 2009 

on Friday, September 11, 2009 from 17:00 to 18:00  

Gasteig conference center, Concert Hall. 

Happy Hatton Award Winners 

Gregory Tour (left) and JC Wohlfart (right 



NOF Board Members 2010  
 

President 

Associate Professor Mare Saag 

Institute of Dentistry, University of Tarto 

Raekoja plats 6 

51003 Tartu, Estonia 

Tel. +372 744 1706 

Fax +372 742 8608 

e-mail: mare.saag@ut.ee 

 

Vice President 

Anne Marie Lynge Pedersen 

Odontologisk Institut, 

Afd.f. Medicin 

Det Sundhedsvidenskabelige Fakultet 

Københavns Universitet 

Nørre Allé 20, 2200 København N  

Telefon: +45 353-26729 

Fax: +45 35 32 67 22  

 

 

 

Secretary General/Treasurer 

Associate Professor Mikael Wendel 

Center for Oral Biology 

Institute of Odontology 

Karolinska Institutet 

P.O.Box 4064 

SE-141 04 Huddinge, Sweden 

Tel.  +46 8 746 02 38 

Fax.  +46 8 779 31 66 

E-mail: mikael.wendel@ki.se 

 

 

Editor 

Professor Anders Linde 

Department of Oral Biochemistry 

University of Göteborg 

P.O. Box 450, SE-40530 Göteborg, Sweden 

Tel. +46 31 773 3386 

Fax +46 31 418 3122 

e-mail: linde@odontologi.gu.se 

 

 

Board Member for Denmark 

See Vice President 

 

 

 

 

Board Member for Estonia 

See President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Board Member for Finland 

Professor Eija Könönen 

University of Turku 

Institute of Dentistry 

Department of Periodontology 

Lemminkäisenkatu 2, FIN 20700 Turku, Finland 

Tel. +358 2 333 8557 

Fax  +358-2-333 8200 

e-mail: eija.kononen@utu.fi  

 

 

Board Member for Iceland 

Professor Peter Holbrook 

Faculty of Odontology, University of Iceland 

Vatnsmyarvegi 16 

IS-101 Reykjavik, Iceland 

Tel. +354 568 9480 

Fax +354 525 4874 

e-mail: phol@hi.is 

 

 

Board Member for Norway 

Professor Gunhild Strand 

University of Bergen 

Institute of Dentistry 

Årstadv. 17 

N-5009 Bergen, Norway 

Tel. +47 55 586 472, 55 586 484 

e-mail: gunhild.strand@odont.uib.no 

 

 

Board Member of Sweden 

Professor Peter Lingström 

Department of Cariology 

University of Göteborg 

P.O. Box 450 

SE-40530 Göteborg, Sweden 

Tel. +46 31 773 2932 

Fax +46 31 773 3220 

e-mail: lingstrom@odontologi.gu.se  

 

 



 

The NOF Hatton Award competition in Barcelona is open to young investigators.  

The objective of the awards is to encourage outstanding young dental scientists to carry out research, attend the IADR General 

Session in San Diego 2011, and compete in the IADR/Unilever Hatton Awards 

Beginning with the 2009 awards, Unilever Oral Care is contributing a significant increase in funding to cover in full the airfare, 

hotel, and meeting registration expenses for all IADR/Unilever Hatton Awards competitors, as well as increasing the prize 

amounts awarded to the winners. 

The two winners of the NOF Hatton award will be rewarded with a personal stipend a 1000 Euros. 

  

Applicants for the NOF Hatton Award competition in Barcelona must submit an abstract for presentation at the IADR 

meeting in Barcelona July 2010. Website: http://iadr.confex.com/iadr/2010barce/index.epl by the Feb. 5, 2010.  In addition a 

copy of the abstract and a covering letter must also be sent to the chair of the Hatton committee, Professor  Gunhild Strand, e-

mail: Gunhild.Strand@odont.uib.no 

 

12 NOF Travel Stipends for Ph D students to the IADR meeting  

In Barcelona 2010 !  
 NOF offers travel stipends for Ph D students attending the joint meeting of the IADR that will be held in Barcelona, 

July 2010. Up to two stipends, each amounting to 300 euros will be awarded per country within NOF: Estonia, Finland, 

Sweden, Norway, Denmark and Iceland.  The selection of these stipends will be based on a competition for the best submit-

ted abstracts for a poster. A scientific committee will be responsible for the selection. Applicants for the NOF Travel Sti-

pends must submit an abstract for presentation the IADR Divisional meeting in Barcelona, 14-17 July 2010. (abstract sub-

mission deadline is February 5, 2010) –website: http://iadr.confex.com/iadr/2010barce/index.epl. In addition a 

copy of the abstract and a covering letter must also be sent to the chair of the selection committee, Prof. Gunhild Strand, e-

mail: 

  Gunhild.Strand@odont.uib.no 

Important note: Abstracts without an appropriate covering letter will not be considered. This letter should confirm that the 

applicant is a student enrolled for a postgraduate degree in dental research and must name the supervisor and the institution 

where the student and supervisor are based. The application must also agree that if the paper is withdrawn the applicant will 

NOT receive the stipend. The Applicant must be a member of the IADR/NOF  The winners will be announced in March 

2010.  

A tripple  in  doctor honoris causa 

Professor Jukka Meurman received  a doctor hc at the Medical University Plovdiv, 

Bulgary in the summer of 2009. He was was honoured  Dr hc at Université Louis 

Pasteur i Strasbourg 2004 and at the Karolinska Institute at 2007.  



 

Pan European Region of the IADR ï the new regional structure of the association 
 

The recently accepted IADR Constitution and Bylaws now officially cemented the regional structure of 

our association. Hence the IADR, in addition to the Sections, Divisions, Groups, and Networks, is organ-

ized in geographical regions: Africa/Middle East, Asia/Pacific, European, Latin American, and North 

American Regions.  The idea behind this structural change is to foster cooperation between researchers in 

geographically closer areas by organizing Regional Meetings with enough critical mass for fruitful  

discussions. Harmonizing the meeting schedules globally was another target, so that conferences are not  

organized at the same time in geographically close areas to avoid competition between the meetings and 

also regarding sponsorship. The term “geographically close” can certainly be criticized since for example 

the Pan-Asian-Pacific Region is a huge area covering almost half the globe (from Japan and Korea to 

Australia, New Zealand, China and India, to mention but a few countries).  

 

In the future the big IADR Global meeting is planned to take place every second year on North American 

territory (Canada, Mexico, USA - the American Association for Dental Research being the biggest of all 

IADR Divisions), while the following year the meeting circulates in the Regions.  Hence, according to 

this schedule the 2009 IADR Global was held in Miami Beach, Florida, in 2010 it being in Barcelona, 

Spain (European Region). In 2011 the IADR Global meets in San Diego California (North American  

Region), and in 2012 it will be in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil (Latin American Region). 

 

The regionalization process within the IADR started with European colleagues thinking about closer  

cooperation in organizing our Divisional meetings. Primus motor was professor Michel Goldberg from 

Paris. The Pan European Dental Federation (PEF) was then founded, first as an unofficial organ mainly 

for joint Divisional conferences. PEF soon took its place between the IADR Central Office and all the 

European Divisions. The last and successful PEF congress was held in London in 2008.  Now PEF is  

history but the model was readily adopted. The Pan European Region (PER) now encompasses all our 

Divisions, namely the British Society for Dental Research, Continental European Division, Irish Division, 

Israeli Division, and the Scandinavian Association for Dental Research (NOF). In addition, the Russian 

Section should be included in PER, but due to problems in communication this has not yet been realized.   

 

Current officers of the PER are President Mariano Sanz (Madrid), Secretary-Treasurer Wilson Coulter 

(Belfast), Immediate Past President Francis J. Hughes (London), and Regional Board Member Jukka H. 

Meurman (Helsinki). Apart from Will Coulter´s term (2011) all other officers serve up to the Barcelona 

meeting in 2010, so that new PER officers must be elected next Spring. Finally, in 2012 the very first 

PER congress will be in mid-September in Helsinki – on the NOF territory! 

 

Finally, my personal view about the IADR regionalization process is that time will come when the Divi-

sions and Sections are not needed any more. They will then be fully integrated in the Regions where the 

critical mass indeed is big enough for successful multidisciplinary meetings and true science transfer. In-

tegration would also simplify administration and cut costs for running the association. The future devel-

opment (evolution?) I am visioning does not mean forgetting our Nordic roots and cultural similarities but 

rather offering better possibilities for working together in a broader context. But it is the membership who 

has the final word in this. 

   

Jukka H. Meurman 

IADR Regional Board Member for Europe 



 
 

Obituary 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Professor Jukka Ainamo 1935-2009 
Professor Jukka Ainamo died on July 13 in chronic and serious illness.  After completing his dental education at the 

University of Helsinki, Finland, he did his post-graduate studies in the Aarhus University in Denmark.  In 1972 Ain-

amo became the first ordinary professor and chair in periodontology at the University of Helsinki, in which post he 

served until his retirement in 1996.  

Professor Ainamo´s international career was impressive. He was visiting professor at the Loma Linda University in 

the USA in 1977-78, and at the US National Institutes of Health in Bethesda in 1985-87. In 1994-95 Ainamo was in 

the University of Lissabon, Portugal, commencing there post-graduate education in periodontology. In the IADR 

Ainamo served in many positions throughout his professional years; including the Board of Directors.  

Professor Jukka Ainamo became particularly well known among dental researchers thanks to his developing the 

World Health Organization Community Index for Periodontal Treatment Need s (CPI).  The WHO used vastly his 

expertise in oral health issues. He was a frequent visitor all over the world already at the time when such visiting was 

not common. His commitments included countries such as China, India, the Philippines and Vietnam. Ainamo was 

also working at the WHO Geneva headquarters.  As a colleague Jukka Ainamo was extremely helpful. He was al-

ways ready to encourage young students and advising researchers. He also had the rare talent in expressing himself 

clearly and simply, which characteristics brought him hundreds of invitations for lecturing and giving speeches.     

Jukka Meurman 

 

 

 

IMPORTANT DATES  

 

Abstracts Submission Deadline  February 5, 2010  

Abstracts Notification Letters Sent (via e -mail)  April 16, 

2010 

Presenters' Pre -registration Deadline  May 14, 2010 


